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Oct. 8, 1996
■  MISSOULA HOSTS FIREBIRD 2001—Firebird 2001, presented in Missoula Oct. 8-9, will 
show how tactical unmanned surveillance aircraft are the future in firefighting. Fire Management 
2000, Israel Aircraft Industries Inc., Lolo National Forest and The University of Montana are 
sponsoring the one-and-half day long program demonstrating the Firebird 2001 UAV uses and 
capabilities. The Firebird 2001 uses a remote digital data link to provide instant visual information 
to firefighters. The aircraft enables firefighters to develop fire line strategies, deploy resources 
and avoid potential firefighter traps. The program begins in Missoula on Tuesday morning Oct. 8, 
at the Village Red Lion Inn and ends at noon the next day. An aerial demonstration will take 
place Tuesday afternoon between 2 and 4 p.m. at the Stevensville airport, about 30 miles south of 
Missoula. Video monitors will be on-site for a real-time video link from the aircraft to the 
spectator’s location. Forest service and Israel Aircraft representatives will be on site to answer 
questions. Unmanned Air Vehicle operators are one of the Army’s most in demand occupation 
specialties. UAV operators are also highly recruited by private industries at starting salaries 
around $40,000 to $60,000. For more information, call (406) 243-4623.
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